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INTRODUCTION: UNITING THE
GALAXY WITH PAPER FOLDS

Origami, the ancient Japanese art of
paper folding, has captivated minds for
centuries. It transforms a simple, flat
square into a three-dimensional
sculpture through geometry, patience,
and precision. Meanwhile, Star Wars
has captured the imagination of
generations with its epic space fantasy,
memorable characters, and iconic

starships. Combining these two
worlds—learning how to make Star
Wars origami—creates a unique and
rewarding hobby that brings the Force
into your hands.

Whether you are looking for a creative
activity to share with your children, a
way to decorate your desk with Rebel
Alliance symbols, or a mindful practice to
hone your dexterity, origami Star Wars
models offer a fantastic entry point. This
guide will explore everything you need
to know, from the essential tools and
basic techniques to detailed instructions
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for specific characters and ships. By the
end, you will be ready to fold your own
fleet.

THE ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR YOUR
PAPER JEDI JOURNEY

Before diving into the creases, it is
important to understand what you need.
Fortunately, beginning how to make
Star Wars origami does not require
expensive equipment. However, using
the right materials significantly improves
your results.

Choosing the

Right Paper

The foundation of any origami model is
the paper. For Star Wars origami, you
have several excellent options:

e Traditional Origami Paper
(Kami): This is thin, square, and
colored on one side. It is perfect
for beginners, as it folds crisply
and holds creases well. Look for
packs with black, white, gray, and
silver to match the Star Wars
aesthetic.

e Kraft Paper: For larger models
like a Star Destroyer, brown kraft
paper offers durability. It can be
purchased in large rolls and cut to
size.

e Metallic or Foil Paper: To give
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your TIE fighter or C-3PO a
realistic, shiny appearance, foil
paper is ideal. It holds complex
folds exceptionally well, but it can
be slightly more challenging for
complete novices.

» Copy Paper: For practice,
standard printer paper works fine.
You will need to cut it into a
perfect square. This is a cost-
effective way to master a
sequence before using your
premium paper.

Scoring Tool and

Bone Folder

While your fingernail works, a bone
folder or a blunt butter knife allows you
to create razor-sharp, professional
creases. This is crucial for models like
the Millennium Falcon, where precise
angles matter for the final shape.

Patience and a
Clean Workspace

Origami requires focus. Ensure you have
a flat, clean table with good lighting.
Keep your hands clean to avoid
smudging your paper, especially if you
are using light-colored paper for a
Stormtrooper head.



MASTERING THE BASIC FOLDS
FOR STAR WARS ORIGAMI

Every complex model, from an X-wing to
a BB-8, is built upon a series of simple
folds. If you are looking for how to
make Star Wars origami successfully,
you must first master these four
fundamental folds.

1. The Valley Fold: Fold the paper
towards you, creating a 'valley' or
dip. This is the most common fold.

2. The Mountain Fold: Fold the
paper away from you, creating a
peak or mountain. This fold goes
behind the model.

3. The Squash Fold: Open a pocket
of paper and flatten it into a new
shape. This is common for forming
wings on starships.

4. The Reverse Fold: Pushing a flap
of paper inside the model to
change its direction. This is
essential for creating the iconic
shape of a lightsaber hilt or
character ears.

Practice these while repeating your
favorite Star Wars mantra. Once they
become muscle memory, you will be
ready for the instructions below.

EASY BEGINNER MODEL: HOW TO
MAKE AN ORIGAMI STAR WARS X-
WING

The T-65 X-wing starfighter is the symbol
of the Rebel Alliance. This is a fantastic
starting point for anyone learning how
to make Star Wars origami. While
there are complex modular versions, we
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will focus on a classic, single-sheet
design.

Step 1: The Base

Start with a square of white and red or
white and gray paper (color side down).
Fold it in half diagonally in both
directions to create a strong center
point. Unfold. Fold all four corners into
the center to create a smaller square.
This is called a "Blintz Base."

Step 2: Forming
the Fuselage

Fold the top and bottom edges of this
smaller square to the vertical center line.
Unfold. Open the top and bottom flaps

completely. You will see a diamond
shape in the middle. Fold the left and
right points of this diamond inward. This
creates the central body of the
starfighter.

Step 3: The 5-
foils (Wings)

Now, fold the left and right sides of the
model backward (mountain folds) to
create the wings. The paper will
naturally want to split. Push the top and
bottom points down to create the split
'V' shape of the S-foils. Adjust them so
they stand at a 45-degree angle to the
body.



Step 4: The Nose
Cone

Take the top point of the remaining front
flap and reverse-fold it downward, then
back up slightly. This creates the
distinct, pointed nose of the X-wing. Pull
the sides gently to widen the cockpit
area. With a few tweaks, your origami X-
wing is ready to attack the Death Star.

INTERMEDIATE CHALLENGE:
CREATING AN ORIGAMI DARTH
VADER HELMET

Darth Vader’s helmet is iconic. This
model has a sleek, intimidating look and
uses more complex folding techniques. If
you searching for how to make Star

Wars origami that feels like a real
achievement, this is it.

Key Features to
Look For

This model requires a crisp 3D shape.
Use a square that is at least 20cm x
20cm. Black paper is essential, though a
tiny piece of red or gray paper may be
needed for the eye detail, depending on
the specific design you choose.

The Folding
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Process

The model starts similarly to a traditional
"Waterbomb Base." From this base, you
will perform a series of petal folds to
create the sloping top of the helmet. The
key challenge is the squash fold on the
sides, which creates the distinct
cheekbones and the breathing apparatus
grill area. You will need to fold the top
point down sharply to form the flat top of
the helmet, and then reverse-fold the
bottom edges inward to shape the neck
area. The final touches involve curving
the 'mask' area outward to give Vader
his menacing presence.

ADVANCED BUILD: FOLDING THE

MILLENNIUM FALCON

We have the fastest hunk of junk in the
galaxy. Origami masters have designed
incredible versions of the YT-1300
freighter. Attempting how to make
Star Wars origami of the Millennium
Falcon is a test of patience and skill.

A Modular
Approach

Most realistic Millennium Falcon models
use a modular design. This means you
fold several separate pieces of paper
and then lock them together without
glue. You will typically need:

* One large piece: For the main



saucer section.

e Two small pieces: For the front
mandibles (the forks).

» Several tiny pieces: For the rear
engines and cockpit dome.

The Challenge of
the Saucer

The main saucer is created using a
technique called a "sink fold," where a
point is pushed into the model, creating
a flat, pancake-like shape. You must
then fold the edges down in a series of
pleats to create that layered, junked-up
look. The mandibles are attached by
sliding their tabs into the pockets of the
main saucer. This model is not for a

quick afternoon craft, but the "piece of
junk" looks amazing on a shelf.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

Even with the best instructions for how
to make Star Wars origami, you will
encounter problems. Here is how to fix
them.

e My creases are not sharp: Run
a ruler or bone folder along every
crease. Weak creases cause the
model to collapse.

e The paper tears: You are likely
forcing a fold that is not ready.
Check the diagram again.
Sometimes you must unfold a step
before folding in a different
direction.
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* The model is lopsided: This is
usually due to inaccurate
alignment in the first step. You
must fold corners exactly onto
each other. "Good enough" is not
good enough in origami.

e | cannot understand a diagram
step: Use your phone to look up a
video tutorial for that specific
model. Seeing a 'reverse fold' in
motion is often easier than
understanding a static image.

WHERE TO FIND MORE STAR
WARS ORIGAMI DIAGRAMS

This guide covers the basics, but the
galaxy of Star Wars origami is vast. Once
you have mastered how to make Star
Wars origami with these models, you
will want more.

Books from the
Masters

Tom Angleberger wrote the Origami
Yoda book series, which is excellent for
kids and beginners. For more complex
work, look for books by Fumiaki
Kawahata, a Japanese master who has
created hyper-realistic origami models of
Star Wars characters. His book Origami
Fantasy contains a fantastic Yoda head
and a TIE fighter.

Online Resources

Websites like Origami-
Instructions.com and Joost
Langeveld’s site feature free diagrams



and video tutorials. YouTube channels
dedicated to origami often have
timelapse or step-by-step guides. Search
for "Jo Nakashima Star Wars" for some of
the highest quality video instructions
available.

WHY ORIGAMI IS GOOD FOR THE
MIND

Beyond the fun of building an Army of
Clone Troopers from paper, origami
offers genuine cognitive benefits. It is a
form of active meditation. Focusing on
the sequence of folds forces you to
disconnect from screens and stress. It
improves spatial awareness, hand-eye
coordination, and memory. For children,
learning how to make Star Wars
origami is a brilliant way to combine a
love of fandom with math concepts like
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geometry and symmetry.

CONCLUSION: MAY THE FOLDS
BE WITH YOU

Learning how to make Star Wars
origami is more than just a craft
project; it is a journey into the heart of
two classic art forms. It requires
patience, practice, and a willingness to
start over when your R2-D2 looks more
like a crumpled napkin. But the reward is
immense. There is a unique joy in
holding a perfectly folded Yoda face, a
pristine TIE fighter, or a stalwart AT-AT
that you created with nothing but a
square of paper and your own two
hands.

Start with the X-wing. Feel the paper,
learn the folds, and don't be afraid to
make mistakes. The Force is strong with
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this paper, and with every crease, you your paper, clear your mind, and begin
become a more skilled folder. So, grab your folding mission. The Rebellion (or
the Empire) is counting on you.
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