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RELIVING THE SAND AND CHAOS:
A GUIDE TO THE TOP GEAR
MIDDLE EAST SPECIAL

For years, Top Gear was more than just
a  motoring  show;  it  was  a  cultural
phenomenon.  The  chemistry  between
Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond, and
James  May,  combined  with  their
ludicrous challenges, turned a simple car

programme  into  a  global  juggernaut.
Among the most beloved episodes in the
show’s long history are the specials—the
one-off  road  trips  that  took  the  trio  to
the  far  corners  of  the  earth.  Few,
h o w e v e r ,  a r e  a s  m e m o r a b l e ,
controversial, or outright hilarious as the
Top Gear Middle East Special. If you
have been searching for the best way to
Top Gear Middle East Special watch
online,  you  are  far  from  alone.  This
adventure  remains  one  of  the  most
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requested  episodes  by  fans,  largely
because of its perfect blend of stunning
scenery,  questionable  taste,  and
genuinely  impressive  motoring  feats.
Released  as  part  of  the  show’s  tenth
series in 2007, the Middle East Special
saw  Clarkson,  Hammond,  and  May
attempt to drive from the British territory
of Cyprus to the Iraqi border. The catch?
They had to do it in cheap, second-hand
convertibles,  and their  "road trip"  was
supposed to  be a  lighthearted journey
tracing the path of the Three Wise Men.
What followed was a chaotic 1,000-mile
grind through Turkey, Syria, and Jordan,
plagued by mechanical failures, political
na ivety ,  and  some  o f  the  most
spectacular sunsets ever captured by a
television camera crew. This article will
explore exactly what makes this special

so  iconic ,  and  provide  you  with
everything you need to know to watch
the  Top  Gear  Middle  East  Special
online in the highest quality possible.

What Makes the
Middle East
Special So
Iconic?
To  unders tand  why  fans  are  so
desperate to find the Top Gear Middle
East Special watch online option, you
have  to  understand  the  specific  mix  of
ingredients  that  made  the  episode  a
classic. It wasn’t just a car review; it was
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a travelogue,  a comedy sketch,  and a
survival guide rolled into one. The choice
of  vehicles  was  typically  absurd.
Clarkson bought a used Mercedes-Benz
SL (which immediately broke), Hammond
opted for a BMW Z4, and May chose a
Fiat  Barchetta—a  car  so  small  and
underpowered that it became a running
joke for the entire journey.
The special also pushed the boundaries
of what the show could get away with.
The  boys  visited  the  ancient  city  of
Petra, drove through the Syrian desert,
and attempted to navigate the politics of
a volatile region with their usual British
sarcasm. While some critics have since
pointed  out  the  episode’s  cultural
insensitivity, there is no denying that it
captured a specific moment in television
h is tory .  The  sheer  sca le  o f  the

adventure—driving  cheap  convertibles
through dust storms, dodging trucks on
dangerous  highways,  and  sleeping  in
tents—makes for gripping viewing. It is a
perfect  example  of  "lads  on  tour"
energy,  combined  with  a  genuine
respect for the history of the places they
were visiting.

Key Moments
You Can't Miss
If you are planning to watch the Top
Gear  Middle  East  Special  online,
there  are  several  specific  scenes  you
should look forward to. These moments
have become legendary in the Top Gear
fan community.
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The Cyprus Breakdown: The
special starts with a classic
Clarkson disaster. His Mercedes
SL550 suffers a catastrophic
suspension failure within miles of
the starting point. The sight of a
high-end German convertible
sagging pathetically while a local
mechanic tries to weld it back
together sets the tone perfectly.
The Turkish Road Rage
Incident: Hammond gets lost in
Istanbul and almost causes a
major international incident by
accidentally driving towards a
group of locals who take exception
to his driving. It is a tense,
awkward, and hilarious moment
that shows how out of their depth
the trio really are.

The Border Crossing to Syria:
This is perhaps the most politically
charged part of the journey. The
boys are visibly nervous as they
cross into Syria, a country that
was, at the time, a frequent
subject of Western news
headlines. Their interaction with
the border guards, who are initially
suspicious but eventually charmed
by the absurdity of their mission, is
a masterclass in situational
comedy.
The Dead Sea Float: In one of
the most iconic images from the
entire series, the trio floats in the
Dead Sea while reading
newspapers. It is a quiet, beautiful,
and surreal moment that breaks
up the chaos of the driving.
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The Arrival in Bethlehem: The
special was marketed as the Three
Wise Men arriving in Bethlehem.
The actual conclusion—reaching a
checkpoint near the Iraqi border
and being turned back by
soldiers—is a sobering reminder
that sometimes reality is more
powerful than television.

Where Can You
Watch the Top
Gear Middle East

Special Online?
The biggest challenge for modern fans is
finding  a  reliable  source  to  watch  the
Top Gear Middle East Special online.
Because the show has moved platforms
several times—from BBC Two to Amazon
Prime  Video—the  streaming  rights  for
the older  episodes are often scattered
across different services. This has led to
a  lot  of  confusion,  with  many  fans
mistakenly  believing  the  special  is
unavailable  or  lost.
Here  are  the  most  legitimate  and
accessible ways to find the episode right
now:

BBC iPlayer (Region Locked): In1.
the United Kingdom, older seasons



6

6 Top Gear Middle East Special Watch Online 2024-07-12

of Top Gear are often available on
BBC iPlayer. If you are based in the
UK, this is the best option. You
need a TV license and a valid
subscription, but the stream
quality is excellent. Simply search
for Series 10, Episode 9 and 10 (it
was a two-part special).
Amazon Prime Video2.
(Purchase/Rent): Since the "Top
Gear" library moved to Amazon,
many of the classic specials are
available to rent or purchase
individually. If you search for "Top
Gear: The Middle East Special" on
Amazon Prime Video, you will
usually find it available for a small
fee. This is often the highest
quality version available, with
good subtitles and no ads.

DVD/Blu-Ray Collections: If you3.
are a collector, the special is
included in the "Top Gear: The
Complete Season 10" box set. This
is the physical option for those
who want a permanent copy.
However, if you want to Top Gear
Middle East Special watch
online immediately, this is the
slowest option.
Digital Purchase on4.
YouTube/Apple TV: You can also
purchase individual episodes via
YouTube Movies or the Apple TV
store. This is a great way to
support the creators legally while
keeping a digital copy in your
library.
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Is It Worth
Bypassing
Region Locks?
For fans outside the UK, the search to
Top Gear Middle East Special watch
online often involves looking at region-
locked content. Services like BBC iPlayer
are not available in the United States,
Canada,  or  Australia  without  a  VPN.
Whi le  us ing  a  VPN  is  a  common
workaround, viewers should be aware of
the  terms  of  service  of  their  chosen
platform.  Many  fans  find  it  easier  to
simply rent the episode from Amazon or
Apple, as it avoids the hassle of buffering
and blocked IP addresses.

If you do choose to use a VPN, look for
one  with  consistent  servers  in  the  UK
and a fast connection. The visual quality
of the Middle East Special is surprisingly
good for its age—the cinematography of
the  desert  landscapes  is  stunning—so
you will  want  a  stream that  does  not
compress the image to death. Watching
it  in  standard definition does not  do the
scenery justice.

The Cars: Stars
of the Show
While the banter is great, the cars are
the real stars. The dynamic between the
three vehicles is  a lesson in character
design.  Clarkson’s  Mercedes  SL  is
supposed to be the superior car, but it
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fails  constantly.  Hammond’s  Z4  is
capable  but  uncomfortable.  May’s  Fiat
Barchetta  is  the  underdog—slow,
cramped,  and  comically  small,  yet  it
manages  to  chug  along  without  the
catastrophic  failures  of  the  Mercedes.
This aligns perfectly with the hosts' on-
screen  personas:  Clarkson  is  arrogant
and  overpays,  resulting  in  disaster;
Hammond is competent but fragile; May
is humble and slow but steady.
One  of  the  most  interesting  technical
aspects of the episode is how the cars
are  modified  on  the  fly.  They  have  to
have their trunks filled with spare parts,
they are covered in dust, and they look
genuinely  battered  by  the  end  of  the
trip. This is the raw, unscripted element
that modern car shows often lack. When
you  search  for  a  place  to  Top  Gear

Middle  East  Special  watch  online,
you are buying into an era where the
cars were as much a character as the
hosts.

The Cultural
Controversy and
Legacy
It would be remiss to discuss this special
without  acknowledging  its  complicated
legacy.  In  recent  years,  as  social
attitudes  towards  global  travel  and
cultural representation have shifted, the
Middle  East  Special  has  been  re-
evaluated  by  crit ics.  The  show’s
depiction  of  local  populations  can  be
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seen as  patronising  at  times,  and the
jokes  about  the  region’s  politics  are
often crude. For example, their "fear" of
the Syrian border guards, while played
for laughs, feels less funny in the context
of the current refugee crises and political
turmoil in the region.
However, many fans defend the special
by pointing out that the trio also show
genuine  wonder  and  respect  for  the
history of the area. Their visit to Petra is
treated  with  reverence,  and  their
interactions  with  local  mechanics  and
shopkeepers  are  generally  warm.  The
spec ia l  ex is ts  in  a  k ind  o f  t ime
capsule—a  pre-2010  world  where
television felt more naive. Whether you
find  it  offensive  or  innocent  depends
largely  on  your  perspective,  but  it  is
undeniably a product of its time. If you

choose to watch the Top Gear Middle
East  Special  online  today,  it  is  best
viewed  with  an  understanding  of  this
historical context.

Top Tips for the
Best Viewing
Experience
Before you search for  the best site to
Top Gear Middle East Special watch
online,  consider  these tips  to  get  the
most out of the 90-minute runtime:

Watch at Night: The special has
a lot of desert driving. The glare of
the sun is a key visual element.
Watching it in a dark room
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enhances the cinematic quality of
the landscape shots.
Have a Map Handy: The
geography of the trip is
fascinating. They drive from the
coast of Cyprus, through the
mountains of Turkey, down into
the deserts of Syria, and across
Jordan. Following along on a
modern map is a fun way to
appreciate the scale of the
journey.
Pair it with a Drink: The boys
are constantly stopping for tea. It
feels like a drinking game waiting
to happen. Every time Clarkson
complains about his Mercedes,
take a sip.
Check the Run Time: The special
was broadcast in two parts. Make

sure the source you use to watch
the Top Gear Middle East
Special online has the full,
unedited version. Some streaming
services have cut the episodes into
shorter segments, which ruins the
pacing.

Why This Special
Still Matters in
2025
In the age of streaming, where content is
instantly  available  and  disposable,  the
Top Gear Middle East Special remains a
touchstone. It reminds us of a time when
television felt dangerous. You genuinely
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f e l t  l i k e  s o m e t h i n g  c o u l d  g o
catastrophically wrong at any moment.
The charisma of the hosts is undeniable,
but  so  is  the  risk  they  took.  Driving
through conflict zones in cheap cars is a
stunt  that  no  modern  show—not  even
the  rebooted  Top  Gear  or  The  Grand
Tour—would attempt in the same way.
The  quest  to  find  a  way  to  Top  Gear
Middle East Special watch online is a
testament to its  staying power.  It  is  a

piece  of  television  history.  It  captures
the  end  o f  an  e ra  fo r  motor ing
journalism,  the  peak  of  the  "lads"
comedy  genre,  and  a  specific
geopolitical moment in the Middle East
before  the  Arab  Spring  changed
everything. For those reasons, it is more
than just a car show; it is a documentary
about a lost world.
CONCLUSION

The Top Gear Middle East Special


