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INTRODUCTION: THE VOICE OF
SAVAGERY IN LORD OF THE FLIES

William Golding’s Lord of the Flies is a
masterful exploration of the thin veneer
of civilization, and no character
embodies the descent into primal chaos
more vividly than Jack Merridew. As the
antagonist to Ralph’s democratic
leadership, Jack’s dialogue charts a

terrifying trajectory from a frustrated
choirboy to a bloodthirsty tribal chief.
For students, literary enthusiasts, and
casual readers alike, understanding Jack
quotes Lord of the Flies with page
numbers is essential for analyzing how
Golding uses language to symbolize the
breakdown of order. This article provides
a comprehensive collection of Jack’s
most significant quotes, contextualized
within the novel’s major themes,
complete with page numbers from the


https://app.ardentx.com/

widely used Faber & Faber edition
(1954) and the commonly referenced
Penguin paperback (1999 edition).
Whether you are preparing for an essay,
a class discussion, or simply revisiting
the novel, these passages illuminate the
heart of Golding’s dark vision.

EARLY AMBITION: JACK’S FIRST
CLAIMS TO POWER

“I ought to be
chief because
I'm chapter

chorister and
head boy.”

Page Reference: Chapter 1, p. 22
(Faber & Faber) | p. 19 (Penguin)

From his very first appearance, Jack
asserts a sense of entitlement. This
quote is crucial because it reveals that
Jack sees leadership not as a
responsibility or a service to others, but
as a privilege due to his pre-existing
status. The phrase “chapter chorister”
and “head boy” are symbols of the
structured, hierarchical world the boys
have left behind. Jack clings to these
titles as proof of his superiority. When
the boys vote for Ralph instead, the
seeds of Jack’s resentment are planted.
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This early moment is a favorite for
analysis because it shows that Jack’s
desire for control is not born from the
island’s savagery but was already
present within the civilized world. It is
simply the context that changes how
that ambition expresses itself.

“Who thinks
Ralph oughtn't to
be chief?”

Page Reference: Chapter 1, p. 23
(Faber & Faber) | p. 20 (Penguin)

After losing the initial vote, Jack does not
concede gracefully. Instead, he
immediately challenges the process by

asking for a show of hands against
Ralph. This is a pivotal moment that
many students look for when searching
for Jack quotes Lord of the Flies with
page numbers because it
demonstrates his refusal to accept
democratic outcomes. Golding shows
that Jack is not interested in the will of
the group unless that will aligns with his
own. This early defiance is a microcosm
of the entire novel: democracy (Ralph’s
conch) vs. autocracy (Jack’s demand for
total control).

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN ORDER
AND INSTINCT




“We've got to

state of being. However, Golding uses
this quote to foreshadow Jack’s complete
reversal. By the end of the novel, Jack

have ru | es a n@ill become the very thing he claims to

oppose: a savage who rejects all rules.

' ote is frequently cited in literary
Obey them' Aﬂ:éﬁ to highlight the theme of

all, we're not
savages.”

Page Reference: Chapter 2, p. 42
(Faber & Faber) | p. 38 (Penguin)

This is one of the most ironic quotes in
the entire novel. Early in the story, Jack
is the one insisting on rules. He says this
immediately after the boys establish the
rule of the conch. At this point, Jack still
believes that civilization is the default

hypocrisy and the fragile nature of moral
codes. When students look up Jack
quotes Lord of the Flies with page
numbers, this one often stands out
because it shows how quickly ideals can
crumble when they are not backed by
inner conviction.

“I was choosing
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a place for the

tribe to have a

place.”

Page Reference: Chapter 3, p. 51
(Faber & Faber) | p. 47 (Penguin)

By Chapter 3, Jack is already beginning
to separate himself from the collective.
He refers to “the tribe” rather than “the
group” or “the boys.” This subtle
linguistic shift is significant. Jack is
mentally forming a faction. He is
frustrated that Ralph is focused on
shelters and rescue, while Jack is
obsessed with hunting. This quote
underscores the fundamental divide

between the two characters: Ralph
represents long-term survival and return
to civilization; Jack represents immediate
gratification and primal dominance.

THE PIVOTAL BREAK: JACK'’S
REBELLION AGAINST THE CONCH

“Bollocks to the
rules! We're
strong - we hunt!
If there's a



beast, we'll hunt

and desires. The repetition of “beat” is
visceral and aggressive, revealing the
violent pleasure Jack takes in the idea of

|t down ! We' | | hunting. This quote is a turning point in

the novel and is perhaps the most

I Jack quote from Lord of the
Close In and bﬁasfwith page numbers that

and beat and
beat—!"

Page Reference: Chapter 5, p. 98
(Faber & Faber) | p. 91 (Penguin)

This is the moment Jack openly defies
the conch system. It occurs during an
assembly where the boys are discussing
the existence of the beast. Ralph is
trying to maintain order, but Jack seizes
the opportunity to play to the boys’ fears

teachers require for essays. It marks the
moment when Jack no longer pretends to
follow the rules. He openly declares that
strength and hunting are the only values
that matter.

“He’s not a
hunter: he'd
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does not contribute meat. This is a
n eve r h ave g Ot classic example of Jack manipulating the

boys’ immediate needs (hunger) over

US meat. He JUSt their long-term needs (rescue). It is a

powerful rhetorical move because it is

1 tangible; the boys can see and taste the
g IveS Orders a nd meat Jack provides, while the hope of
rescue feels abstract. This quote is

eXpeCtS people essential for understanding how

propaganda works in small groups. Jack

tO WO rk fo r does not need to be right; he only needs

to appear valuable.

nOthing N THE FULL DESCENT: JACK AS
TRIBAL CHIEF

Page Reference: Chapter 8, p. 145

(Faber & Faber) | p. 138 (Penguin)  # |7y going to

Jack uses this argument to turn the boys
against Ralph. He frames Ralph’s
leadership as useless because Ralph



play any longer.
Not with you.”

Page Reference: Chapter 8, p. 148
(Faber & Faber) | p. 141 (Penguin)

Jack’s language regresses to that of a
child. He says he is “not going to play
any longer,” which is a fascinating
choice of words. It suggests that Jack
views the entire island experience as a
game, and since he is not winning, he
will take his toys and leave. This quote is
rich for character analysis because it
shows that Jack’s savagery is, in part, a
tantrum. He cannot stand not being in
charge, so he creates his own reality.
This is the formal split of the group, and
it leads directly to the tragedy that

follows.

“See? See?
That’s what
you'll get! |
meant that!
There isn't a
tribe for you
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anymore! The

conch is

gone—!"

Page Reference: Chapter 11, p. 208
(Faber & Faber) | p. 198 (Penguin)

This is Jack’s triumphant roar after Roger
kills Piggy and destroys the conch. The
destruction of the conch symbolizes the
complete death of democracy and order
on the island. Jack’s words are exultant
and cruel. He takes no responsibility for
the death; instead, he treats it as a
victory. The repetition of “See?” is a
taunt aimed at Ralph, who is now utterly
powerless. For anyone compiling Jack

quotes Lord of the Flies with page
numbers, this is the climax of his arc. It
is the moment the savage fully
consumes the boy.

“Which is
better—to have
rules and agree,
or to hunt and
kill?”

Page Reference: Chapter 11, p. 210
(Faber & Faber) | p. 200 (Penguin)

Jack asks this question rhetorically, but



the irony is that he does not expect an
answer. He already knows what he
believes. This quote is often used in
debate prompts and essay questions
because it distills the entire conflict of
the novel into a single binary. Jack’s
position is that hunting and killing are
superior because they provide
immediate results and power. Ralph’s
position is that rules and agreement are
superior because they preserve
humanity. Jack’s version of this question
is loaded; he has already chosen
savagery and is simply mocking the
alternative.

THEMATIC ANALYSIS: WHAT
JACK’S QUOTES REVEAL

10

The Symbolism
of the Hunt

Almost every quote from Jack that
relates to hunting is laced with visceral
imagery. He speaks of “beating and
beating,” of “spilling blood,” and of the
thrill of the chase. Golding uses these
quotes to show that Jack is not merely
hunting for food; he is hunting for the
feeling of power. The hunt becomes a
ritual, a substitute for the structure that
civilization once provided. When readers
gather Jack quotes Lord of the Flies
with page numbers, they often group
the hunting quotes together to track how
Jack’s language becomes more brutal
and less human as the novel progresses.
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The Rejection of
Responsibility

Jack consistently deflects responsibility.
He blames Ralph for the fire going out,
he blames Piggy for being weak, and he
blames the beast for causing fear. He
never owns his own decisions. This is
what separates him from a true leader. A
leader accepts responsibility; a tyrant
assigns blame. Jack’s quotes about “the
tribe” and “us” are often attempts to
create a collective identity that absolves
him of personal guilt. When he says
“we’re strong,” he means “l am strong,
and you are my followers.”

11

The Use of Fear
as Control

Jack understands that fear is a more
powerful motivator than hope. Ralph
offers hope of rescue; Jack offers
protection from the beast. His quotes
about hunting the beast down, about
being strong enough to fight it, are
designed to make the boys feel safe with
him and unsafe without him. This is a
classic authoritarian tactic. Golding,
writing in the shadow of World War II,
was clearly drawing parallels to the rise
of fascism in Europe. Jack’s speeches are
crafted to exploit anxiety and offer
simple, violent solutions.



12

COMPARATIVE QUOTES: JACK VS. To fully appreciate the significance of
RALPH Jack’
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