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INTRODUCTION: A
NOVEL THAT ASKS
TIMELESS
QUESTIONS

F e w  n o v e l s  h a v e
captured  the  dark
complexities of human
nature  with  the  raw,
unflinching  clarity  of
William Golding's  Lord
o f  t h e  F l i e s .  F o r
decades, readers have
been  drawn  to  i t s
h a u n t i n g  t a l e  o f
schoolboys  stranded
on  a  deserted  island,
descending from order
into  savagery.  It  is  a
story  that  feels  both

timeless  and  urgent,
p r o m p t i n g  m a n y
curious readers to ask
a  s i m p l e  y e t
foundational  question:
when  was  Lord  of
the  Flies  written?
The  answer  i s  not
merely  a  date  on  a
c a l e n d a r ;  i t  i s  a
ga teway  i n to  t he
historical,  personal,
and literary forces that
shaped  one  of  the
most  enduring  novels
o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h
century. Understanding
when this masterpiece
was born allows us to
appreciate the depth of
i t s  v i s ion  and  the
courage of its author.
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THE EXACT
ANSWER: WHEN
WAS LORD OF THE
FLIES WRITTEN

AND PUBLISHED?

To  address  the  core
quest ion  direct ly,
William  Golding  wrote
Lord of the Flies in the
e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s .  T h e
m a n u s c r i p t  w a s
completed  in  1953,
after  several  years  of
drafting  and  revision.
The  novel  was  first
p u b l i s h e d  o n
September 17, 1954,
by Faber and Faber in
the  United  Kingdom.
Therefore,  if  we  are
speaking  about  the
p e r i o d  o f  a c t i v e
compos i t i on ,  the
answer  to  "when  was
L o r d  o f  t h e  F l i e s
w r i t t e n "  i s
approximately 1952 to
1953,  with  the  final
text  submitted  to  the
publisher in early 1954.
This  timing  is  crucial

because  it  places  the
novel  squarely  in  the
aftermath of World War
II and the dawn of the
Cold  War,  a  period
saturated with anxiety
a b o u t  h u m a n
destructiveness  and
t h e  f r a g i l i t y  o f
civi l ization.
It is worth noting that
Go ld ing  had  been
developing  the  ideas
for the novel for much
longer. He had been a
schoolteacher for years
and had observed the
behaviour  of  boys  in
educational  settings.
His experiences during
the  war ,  where  he
served  in  the  Royal
Navy  and  witnessed
the horrors of combat,
also  deeply  informed
t h e  b o o k ' s  b l e a k
outlook.  So  while  the
direct answer to "when
was  Lord  of  the  Flies
written"  is  the  early
1950s,  its  conceptual
roots reach back much
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further  into  Golding's
own life  and the dark
c u r r e n t s  o f  t h e
twentieth  century.

WILLIAM GOLDING:
THE MAN BEHIND
THE MANUSCRIPT

To  fu l ly  grasp  the
significance  of  the
period  when  Lord  of
the Flies was written, it
h e l p s  t o  k n o w
something  about  the
author himself. William
Golding  was  born  in
1911  in  Cornwal l ,
England.  He  studied
English and philosophy
at  Oxford,  and  after
graduating, he worked
as  a  teacher  and  a
w r i t e r .  H i s  e a r l y
attempts  at  fiction
were unsuccessful, and
he  spent  many  years
honing  his  craft  while
teaching  at  a  boys'
school  in  Salisbury.
Golding's  experiences
during  World  War  II

were  transformative.
He served in the Royal
Navy,  participating  in
the D-Day landings and
w i t n e s s i n g  t h e
devastation  of  war
firsthand.  He  was
profoundly  affected  by
the capacity for cruelty
h e  s a w  i n  h u m a n
beings,  both  in  the
enemy and in his own
s i d e .  T h i s
disillusionment  with
the  idea  of  innate
h u m a n  g o o d n e s s
b e c a m e  t h e
philosophical  bedrock
of  Lord  of  the  Flies.
When  we  ask  "when
was  Lord  of  the  Flies
wr i t ten,"  we  must
remember  that  it  was
written by a man who
had seen the worst of
what  humanity  could
d o ,  a n d  w h o  w a s
struggling  to  make
sense  of  it  through
fiction.
After the war, Golding
returned  to  teaching.
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He  found  h imse l f
i n c r e a s i n g l y
disenchanted  with  the
optimistic,  progressive
view of  human nature
that  dominated  post-
w a r  c u l t u r e ,
particularly the kind of
sentimentalism he saw
in children's literature.
He  wanted  to  write  a
b o o k  t h a t  t o l d  a
different  truth.  The
period  when  Lord  of
the  Flies  was  written
was  therefore  one  of
creative frustration and
determinat ion  for
Golding.  He  wrote  in
the  evenings  and  on
weekends,  s lowly
building the novel that
would eventually make
his name.

THE HISTORICAL
CONTEXT OF THE
EARLY 1950S

The early 1950s were a
un ique ly  charged
moment  in  history.
World War II had ended

less  than  a  decade
earlier,  leaving behind
a landscape of physical
and  psychological
ruins.  The  Holocaust,
the  atomic  bombings
o f  H i rosh ima  and
Nagasaki ,  and  the
immense  sca le  o f
global  conflict  had
s h a t t e r e d  a n y
remaining  illusions
about human progress
and  morality.  When
Golding  sat  down  to
write Lord of the Flies,
t h e  w o r l d  w a s
g r a p p l i n g  w i t h
questions  about  evil,
authority, and the thin
veneer of civilization.
Furthermore,  the  Cold
War  was  intensifying.
The  Korean  War  was
raging  from  1950  to
1953, and the threat of
nuclear  annihilation
hung  over  everyday
life. This atmosphere of
fear  and  ideological
conflict  is  palpable  in
the novel. The island in
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Lord of the Flies can be
seen as a microcosm of
a world divided against
itself, where fear of the
unknown (the "beast")
d r i v e s  p e o p l e  t o
irrational  and  violent
b e h a v i o u r .  T h e
question  "when  was
L o r d  o f  t h e  F l i e s
written" thus points to
a  t ime  of  profound
cultural  anxiety,  when
the  very  survival  of
humani ty  seemed
uncertain.
It  is  also important to
n o t e  t h e  l i t e r a r y
context.  The  early
1950s were a period of
transition  in  English
literature.  The  great
modernist  writers  of
the  early  twentieth
century  were  fading,
and a new generation
was  emerging.  There
w a s  a  h u n g e r  f o r
s e r i o u s ,  m o r a l l y
engaged  fiction  that
could  speak  to  the
post-war  condition.

L o r d  o f  t h e  F l i e s
arrived  at  exactly  the
right  moment,  offering
a  stark,  allegorical
vision  that  resonated
with readers who were
trying  to  understand
the darkness they had
lived through.

FROM REJECTION
TO PUBLICATION:
THE JOURNEY OF
THE MANUSCRIPT

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
fascinating  aspects  of
the story behind "when
was  Lord  of  the  Flies
written" is the difficulty
G o l d i n g  f a c e d  i n
getting  it  published.
The  manuscript  was
rejected  by  numerous
publishers  before  it
finally found a home at
Faber  and  Faber.  The
rejections  were  often
harsh,  with  editors
describing the book as
"rubbish" or "dull." This
is almost unimaginable
t o d a y ,  g i v e n  t h e
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novel's  status  as  a
classic, but it speaks to
how  unconventional
and  disturbing  the
book was for its time.
T h e  e v e n t u a l
acceptance  by  Faber
and Faber came thanks
to  a  young  ed i to r
n a m e d  C h a r l e s
Monteith. Monteith saw
someth ing  i n  t he
manuscript that others
had missed. He worked
with Golding to revise
the  novel,  cutting  its
original  length  and
sharpening  its  focus.
The first chapter of the
original draft had been
quite  different,  and
Monteith's  editorial
guidance helped shape
the book into the taut,
powerful  narrative  we
know today.
This period of revision
a n d  e v e n t u a l
publication  occurred
between  1953  and
1954. So when we ask
"when was Lord of the

Flies  written,"  we  are
really  asking  about  a
process  that  spanned
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f
writing,  rewriting,  and
enduring rejection. The
book  that  emerged in
September  1954  was
not  the  product  of  a
s i n g l e  b u r s t  o f
inspirat ion,  but  of
sustained  effort  and
belief  in  a  vision  that
the world was not yet
ready to accept.

THE LITERARY
SIGNIFICANCE OF
LORD OF THE
FLIES

Understanding  when
Lord  of  the  Flies  was
written  also  helps  us
appreciate its place in
literary  history.  The
n o v e l  i s  o f t e n
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a
dystopian allegory, and
it  can  be  read  as  a
response  to  earlier,
more  optimistic  works
like The Coral Island by
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R.M. Ballantyne, which
also  features  boys
stranded on  an  island
but  presents  a  much
rosier  view  of  human
n a t u r e .  G o l d i n g
deliberately  inverted
Ballantyne's  narrative,
a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e
savage  instinct  is  not
external but internal.
The publication of Lord
of  the  Flies  in  1954
marked a turning point
in post-war literature. It
was  one  of  the  first
n o v e l s  t o  o p e n l y
question  the  liberal
humanist  belief  in  the
inherent  goodness  of
p e o p l e .  I n s t e a d ,
Golding  presented  a
vision  of  humanity  as
flawed,  violent,  and
easily  corrupted.  This
was  a  rad ica l  and
unsettling message for
the  1950s,  a  decade
often  remembered  for
its  conservatism  and
surface-level  stability.
The  novel's  structure

and symbolism are also
noteworthy.  Golding
used a simple,  almost
fable- l ike  story  to
e x p l o r e  c o m p l e x
philosophical  ideas.
The  characters  o f
Ralph, Jack, Piggy, and
Simon  have  become
a r c h e t y p e s ,
representing  different
aspects  o f  human
nature  and  different
approaches  to  power
and  mora l i ty .  The
conch shell, the signal
fire, the beast, and the
Lord of the Flies itself
are all potent symbols
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
analyzed  by  countless
readers and scholars.

THEMES THAT
TRANSCEND TIME

The period when Lord
of the Flies was written
was marked by specific
historical  events,  but
the  themes  o f  the
novel  have  proven  to
b e  u n i v e r s a l  a n d
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enduring.  The  conflict
between  civilization
and  savagery  is  as
relevant  today  as  it
was in the 1950s. The
breakdown  of  order,
t h e  r i s e  o f
authoritarianism,  the
scapegoating  of  the
vulnerable,  and  the
loss  of  innocence  are
all issues that continue
t o  r e s o n a t e  i n
contemporary society.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful themes is the
nature  of  fear.  The
boys on the island are
terrified of a beast that
they  believe  lurks  in
the  forest.  In  reality,
t h e  b e a s t  i s  a
projection of their own
inner  darkness.  This
idea  that  we  create
m o n s t e r s  t o
externalize  our  own
f e a r s  i s  d e e p l y
insightful and has been
explored in psychology
a n d  p h i l o s o p h y .
G o l d i n g ' s  n o v e l

suggests that the real
enemy  is  not  some
external threat, but the
capacity  for  evil  that
exists  within  every
human  being.
Another  key  theme is
the  role  of  leadership
and  authority.  Ralph,
w h o  r e p r e s e n t s
democrat ic  order,
struggles  to  maintain
control  against  Jack,
w h o  r e p r e s e n t s
autocratic  power  and
charisma.  The  novel
asks  difficult  questions
about  what  makes
people  follow  leaders,
and how easily the rule
of law can be replaced
by the rule of the mob.
These  questions  are
especially  poignant
when we consider the
political  landscape  of
the  early  1950s,  with
the rise  of  totalitarian
regimes  still  fresh  in
memory.
The theme of the loss
o f  i n n o c e n c e  i s
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perhaps  the  most
heartbreaking.  The
boys  arr ive  on  the
island as children, but
t h e y  l e a v e  a s
s o m e t h i n g  e l s e
entirely.  The  novel
tracks  their  gradual
descent  into  cruelty
and  violence,  showing
how quickly the veneer
of  civilization  can  be
stripped  away.  This
t h e m e  s t r u c k  a
powerful  chord  in  a
world still reeling from
the atrocities of World
War II, and it continues
to  speak  to  readers
who wonder about the
fragility of moral order.

THE LEGACY OF A
MODERN CLASSIC

Since its publication in
1954, Lord of the Flies
has never been out of
p r i n t .  I t  h a s  s o l d
mi l l ions  of  copies
worldwide  and  has
been  translated  into
dozens of languages. It

is  a  staple  of  school
a n d  u n i v e r s i t y
c u r r i c u l a ,  o f t e n
sparking  passionate
d e b a t e s  a m o n g
students about human
nature,  society,  and
morality. The novel has
also been adapted into
film,  stage  plays,  and
even  a  graphic  novel,
each  new  adaptation
bringing the story to a
new  generat ion  of
readers.
Knowing when Lord of
the  Flies  was  written
adds  depth  to  our
understanding  of  its
legacy. The book was a
product of its time, but
it also transcended its
time.  It  spoke  to  the
specific anxieties of the
post-war  era,  but  it
a l s o  t a p p e d  i n t o
something  timeless
and  universal.  The
question  of  whether
h u m a n s  a r e
fundamentally good or
evil,  and  the  tension
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between  individual
freedom  and  social
order,  are  concerns
that  have  occupied
thinkers  for  centuries.
Golding  himself  went
o n  t o  h a v e  a
distinguished  literary
career,  winning  the
N o b e l  P r i z e  i n
Literature in 1983. But
L o r d  o f  t h e  F l i e s
rema ins  h i s  mos t
famous  and  influential
work.  It  is  the  book
that  defined  him  as  a
w r i t e r  a n d  t h a t
continues to challenge
and  provoke  readers
more  than  seventy
years  after  it  was  first
published.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF A QUESTION

To ask "when was Lord
of the Flies written" is
to open a door onto a
rich  and  fascinating
history.  The  answer

takes  us  to  the  early
1950s, a time of post-
war  reckoning,  Cold
War  t ens i on ,  and
literary  innovation.  It
brings us  into  the life
of  William  Golding,  a
t e a c h e r  a n d  w a r
veteran  who  dared  to
write a book that told
an uncomfortable truth
about  humanity.  It
reminds  us  that  great
l i terature  is  never
created  in  a  vacuum,
but  is  shaped  by  the
personal  experiences
and  historical  forces
that  surround  it.
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e
enduring power of Lord
of the Flies  lies not in
the date of its creation,
but in the questions it
continues to ask. Why
do  we  turn  on  one
another?  What  holds
society together? What
l u r k s  i n  t h e  d a r k
corners  of  the  human
heart? These questions
are  as  pressing  today
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as they were in 1954. And  that  is  why,  no
matter


