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INTRODUCTION

When you search for "The Best Offer Rotten Tomatoes" you
are about to discover a fascinating intersection of art, thriller, and
critical reception. Directed by the acclaimed Italian filmmaker
Giuseppe Tornatore (Cinema Paradiso), The Best Offer (2013) is a
psychological drama that weaves a tale of obsession, deception,
and the elusive nature of love. On Rotten Tomatoes, the film
holds a specific score that reflects both praise and criticism. But
what does that number really mean? And why should you
consider this movie a "best offer" for your next watch? In this
article, we will explore the film's plot, its performance on the
review aggregator, the critical consensus, and the deeper artistic
value that makes it a compelling piece of cinema. Whether you
are a fan of slow-burn mysteries or a collector of nuanced
performances, The Best Offer offers a rich experience that goes
far beyond a simple rating.

PLOT OVERVIEW OF THE BEST OFFER

Set in the glamorous yet lonely world of high-end art auctions,
The Best Offer follows Virgil Oldman (played masterfully by
Geoffrey Rush), a celebrated and reclusive auctioneer with a
peculiar talent: he can determine the authenticity and value of
any artwork with near-supernatural precision. Virgil's life is a
carefully curated museum of priceless antiques, but his emotional
world is a barren landscape. He has never allowed himself to be
truly intimate with another person.

One day, he receives a mysterious phone call from a young
woman named Claire (Sylvia Hoeks), who asks him to appraise
and auction the vast art collection inherited from her parents.
Claire, however, suffers from severe agoraphobia and refuses to
meet Virgil face-to-face. Their initial interactions occur through
hidden compartments, closed doors, and recorded messages.
Intrigued by the enigmatic heiress and the exquisite pieces in her
estate, Virgil becomes increasingly obsessed with uncovering the
truth behind Claire’s condition and the secrets hidden within the
walls of her decaying villa.

As Virgil delves deeper, a young mechanical prodigy named
Robert (Donald Sutherland) becomes his confidant and helps him
restore a mysterious automaton found in Claire’s home. The
automaton, a life-sized female android, symbolizes the film’s
central themes: perfection, illusion, and the desire to create or
possess a flawless version of love. The story twists through
romance, suspicion, and ultimately a devastating revelation that
forces Virgil—and the audience—to re-evaluate every character’s
motive.

THE ROTTEN TOMATOES SCORE: WHAT CRITICS SAID

On The Best Offer Rotten Tomatoes page, the film currently
holds a Certified Fresh rating of around 68% from critics, with
an average rating of 6.4/10. The audience score is slightly higher,
hovering near 76%. These numbers indicate a generally positive
but divided reception.

Positive Critical Consensus

Many critics praised the film’s elegant direction, atmospheric
cinematography, and the layered performance of Geoffrey Rush.
The Los Angeles Times described it as “a sumptuous, intriguing
mystery that slowly reveals its heart.” The slow-burn narrative,
combined with Tornatore’s signature visual style—rich with
shadows, opulent interiors, and lingering close-ups—was lauded
for creating a sense of impending doom that keeps viewers
engaged. The automaton subplot, in particular, earned
appreciation as a metaphor for Virgil’s own robotic emotional
state.

Negative Criticism

Detractors, however, found the two-hour-and-eleven-minute
runtime excessive. Some felt the plot—especially the third-act
twist—relied too heavily on contrivances and left several threads
unresolved. A Variety review noted that “the film’s meticulously
built atmosphere finally collapses under the weight of its own
narrative tricks.” Others complained that the female lead, Claire,
remained too much of a cipher, her agoraphobia serving more as
a plot device than a fully realized character study. These mixed
reactions explain why The Best Offer Rotten Tomatoes score
is not universally high, but still respectably fresh.

DEEP DIVE: WHY THE SCORE ISN'T EVERYTHING

Rotten Tomatoes aggregates opinions, but a number can never
capture a film’s full nuance. For The Best Offer, the Rotten
Tomatoes rating reflects a tension between critics who admire
artistry and those who demand tighter plotting. Let’s break down
the elements that contribute to the film’s divisive reception.

Art Direction and
Cinematography

Virtually every review—positive or negative—concedes that the
film is visually stunning. Tornatore and cinematographer Fabio
Zamarion paint each frame like an Old Master painting. The
auction house scenes gleam with gold leaf and polished wood,
while Claire’s villa feels like a haunted gallery where every
shadow hides a secret. The use of mirrors, reflections, and split
compositions reinforces the theme of fractured identities. This
visual richness is one major reason why The Best Offer holds up
as a “best offer” for fans of aesthetic cinema.

Geoffrey Rush’s
Performance

Rush delivers a career-defining performance as Virgil Oldman. His
character arc—from a cold, calculating accumulator of
possessions to a vulnerable man willing to give everything for
love—is both subtle and devastating. Critics almost universally
praised his ability to convey deep loneliness beneath a veneer of
arrogance. The Guardian wrote, “Rush makes Virgil's
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transformation believable and heartbreaking. He is the soul of the
film.” This performance alone justifies watching The Best Offer,
regardless of its Rotten Tomatoes score.

The Soundtrack

Composer Ennio Morricone, a longtime collaborator of Tornatore,
provides a haunting score that underscores the film’s melancholic
tone. The music weaves between classical motifs and modern
dissonance, perfectly matching Virgil's internal conflict. The
soundtrack received a Golden Globe nomination, further
cementing the film’s artistic merit. When critics mention the
film’s strengths, Morricone’s work often tops the list.

THEMES THAT RESONATE BEYOND THE RATING

At its core, The Best Offer is about the price we pay for human
connection. Virgil Oldman spends his life appraising objects
because he can control them. People, however, are unpredictable
and messy. The automaton he repairs symbolizes his desire for a
perfect, obedient partner—a robot that never leaves, never
betrays. Yet his growing feelings for Claire force him to
reconsider the value of imperfection.

The film also critiques the art world’s obsession with authenticity.
Virgil can spot a forgery from a mile away, but he cannot detect
emotional deception. This irony drives the plot and delivers a
poignant message: the most valuable things in life cannot be
appraised. For viewers seeking a film that reflects on these
philosophical questions, The Best Offer Rotten Tomatoes
score becomes irrelevant. The movie offers something far richer:
a meditation on trust, identity, and the masks we wear.

COMPARISON TO OTHER TORNATORE FILMS

Giuseppe Tornatore is best known for Cinema Paradiso, which
holds a 90% Certified Fresh rating on Rotten Tomatoes. The Best
Offer shares Tornatore’s signature blend of nostalgia and

melancholy, but its tone is much darker and more thriller-
oriented. Some fans of his earlier work found this shift jarring,
which may explain the lower score. Nevertheless, the film
demonstrates Tornatore’s versatility. He moves from small-town
sentiment to high-society suspense with surprising ease. For
those who appreciate a director’s full range, The Best Offer is an
essential viewing.

WHY YOU SHOULD STILL WATCH THE BEST OFFER

A Rotten Tomatoes score, whether 68% or 98%, should never be
the sole determinant of your viewing choices. The Best Offer
rewards patient viewers with a layered narrative, sumptuous
visuals, and a gut-punch of an ending. The film’s twists are
designed to be rewatched—once you know the truth, every
interaction takes on new meaning. For fans of psychological
thrillers like The Talented Mr. Ripley or The Skin I Live In, this
movie is a perfect companion piece.

Moreover, the Rotten Tomatoes audience score of 76%
suggests that general viewers connect with the story more than
critics did. If you enjoy character-driven dramas with intricate
puzzles, The Best Offer is indeed the best offer you can make to
your movie night.

CONCLUSION

The Best Offer Rotten Tomatoes score tells only part of the
story. While the film may not achieve universal acclaim, its visual
splendor, outstanding performance by Geoffrey Rush, and Ennio
Morricone’s haunting score create a cinematic experience that
transcends a simple percentage. The Best Offer is a film about
what it means to place value on the wrong things—and the
painful lessons that follow. Whether you are a collector of fine
cinema or just someone looking for a thoughtful thriller, this
movie offers depth and intrigue that will linger long after the
credits roll. So go ahead: take a chance on The Best Offer. It
might just be the best deal you find.
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