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UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE: WHO IS THE TREASURER
OF THE UNITED STATES?

When people think about the leadership of the United States
Department of the Treasury, the Secretary of the Treasury often
comes to mind first. However, there is another critical position
within the department that carries significant historical weight
and operational responsibility: the Treasurer of the United States.
If you have ever wondered who is the Treasurer of the United
States and what this role entails, you are not alone. This
position, while less visible than the Secretary, plays an essential
part in the nation’s financial infrastructure, overseeing everything
from currency production to debt management. The Treasurer of
the United States serves as the direct custodian of the nation's
money and holds one of the oldest titles in the federal
government, dating back to the founding of the republic.
Understanding this role helps illuminate how the U.S. government
manages its finances and maintains the stability of the American
economy.

Many people mistakenly assume the Treasurer of the United
States is simply a figurehead, but the responsibilities are both
broad and deeply practical. The Treasurer oversees the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, which produces all U.S. paper currency,
and the United States Mint, which manufactures coins. This
means the Treasurer literally has a hand in the physical creation
of American money. Additionally, the Treasurer monitors the
nation's cash inventory, manages the collection of federal
revenues, and oversees the disbursement of government
payments, including Social Security benefits, tax refunds, and
other federal obligations. In short, who is the Treasurer of the
United States is a question that leads to a deeper appreciation
for the daily operations that keep the federal government
functioning smoothly.

THE CURRENT TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES

As of the most recent appointment, the position of Treasurer of
the United States is held by Marilyn "Lynn" Malerba, the first
Native American woman to serve in this capacity. She was
confirmed by the United States Senate in December 2022 and
officially sworn into office in January 2023. Chief Malerba, as she
is also known, is the lifetime chief of the Mohegan Tribe, a role
she has held since 2010. Her appointment to the position of
Treasurer of the United States represents a historic milestone,
highlighting the increasing diversity within federal financial
leadership. Before her confirmation, Malerba had a distinguished
career in nursing and healthcare administration, serving as the
director of cardiology and pulmonary services at Lawrence and
Memorial Hospital in New London, Connecticut. She also served
on the Tribal Council of the Mohegan Tribe and worked
extensively on economic development initiatives for her
community.

The appointment of Lynn Malerba as Treasurer of the United
States reflects a broader shift toward recognizing the importance
of tribal sovereignty and economic partnership. In her role, she
has emphasized the need for financial inclusion for underserved
communities, including Native American tribes, and has worked
to strengthen the relationship between the Treasury Department

and tribal nations. Malerba's signature appears on U.S. paper
currency, a tradition that dates back to the earliest days of the
nation. When people ask who is the Treasurer of the United
States, they are also asking about the person whose name and
signature appear on every Federal Reserve note issued during
their tenure. Malerba joins a long line of Treasurers whose
signatures have become familiar to millions of Americans.

The Appointment and
Confirmation Process

The Treasurer of the United States is appointed by the President
of the United States and must be confirmed by the Senate. This
process ensures that the individual chosen for this role has the
qualifications, integrity, and experience necessary to manage the
nation's finances. The Treasurer serves at the pleasure of the
President and typically changes with each administration,
although some Treasurers have served across multiple
administrations. The position is considered a senior-level
appointment within the Treasury Department, and the Treasurer
often works closely with the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Deputy Secretary, and other high-level officials to implement
fiscal policy and oversee financial operations.

The confirmation process includes hearings before the Senate
Finance Committee, where the nominee answers questions about
their background, qualifications, and vision for the role. Once
confirmed, the Treasurer takes the oath of office and assumes
responsibility for a wide range of duties. For those curious about
who is the Treasurer of the United States at any given time,
the answer can be found on the Treasury Department's official
website, as well as on the currency itself. The Treasurer's
signature, along with that of the Secretary of the Treasury,
appears on all U.S. paper money, making it one of the most
widely seen signatures in the world.

HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF THE TREASURER
POSITION

The office of the Treasurer of the United States has undergone
significant changes since its creation in 1775, even before the
signing of the Declaration of Independence. The first person to
hold the position was Michael Hillegas, who served from 1775 to
1789. At that time, the Treasurer was responsible for managing
the finances of the Continental Congress during the
Revolutionary War. The role was originally conceived as the chief
financial officer of the new nation, handling everything from
issuing currency to paying soldiers and purchasing supplies. Over
the centuries, the responsibilities of the Treasurer have evolved,
but the core mission of safeguarding the nation's money has
remained constant.

Throughout American history, the position of Treasurer of the
United States has been held by many notable individuals. In the
19th century, the role was often a stepping stone to higher
political office or a capstone to a distinguished career in banking
or commerce. In the 20th century, the position became more
specialized, with Treasurers focusing on operational oversight
rather than high-level policy making. The modern Treasurer of
the United States is primarily responsible for the operational
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functions of the Treasury Department, including the management
of the nation's cash supply, oversight of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing and the United States Mint, and coordination with
the Federal Reserve on currency distribution. When people ask
who is the Treasurer of the United States, they are tapping
into a legacy that stretches back more than two centuries.

Notable Treasurers in
American History

Several former Treasurers have left an indelible mark on
American history. Among them is Francis E. Spinner, who
served from 1861 to 1875 and is often called the "father of the
modern Treasury system." Spinner was instrumental in
implementing Treasury reforms during and after the Civil War,
including the introduction of paper currency and the
establishment of a national banking system. Another notable
figure is Mabel Walker Willebrandt, who, while not a Treasurer
herself, worked closely with the Treasury Department as an
Assistant Attorney General during Prohibition. More recently,
Rosa Gumataotao Rios served as Treasurer from 2009 to 2016
and used the position to promote financial literacy and women in
business. Rios was also the first Latina to hold the office. These
individuals demonstrate that who is the Treasurer of the
United States is not just a matter of bureaucratic record but a
reflection of the diverse talents and backgrounds that have
shaped American financial history.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TREASURER OF THE
UNITED STATES

The Treasurer of the United States has a wide array of
responsibilities that directly affect the daily lives of American
citizens. These responsibilities can be grouped into several key
areas, each of which is critical to the functioning of the federal
government and the broader economy. Understanding these
duties provides a clear answer to the question of who is the
Treasurer of the United States and what they actually do.

Oversight of Currency
Production and Distribution

Perhaps the most visible responsibility of the Treasurer of the
United States is the oversight of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing and the United States Mint. The Treasurer ensures that
the nation has an adequate supply of paper currency and coins to
meet the demands of commerce and the economy. This involves
coordinating with the Federal Reserve to determine how much
new currency needs to be printed each year, managing the
security features that prevent counterfeiting, and ensuring the
quality and consistency of all U.S. coins and bills. The Treasurer
also oversees the destruction of worn-out or damaged currency,
ensuring that old money is replaced with new notes. For anyone
who has ever wondered who is the Treasurer of the United
States and why that signature appears on their money, the
answer lies in this direct oversight of the production process.

Management of Federal

Revenue Collections

The Treasurer of the United States also plays a key role in the
collection of federal revenues. This includes overseeing the
Internal Revenue Service's collection of taxes, as well as the
collection of other federal revenues from customs duties, fines,
and fees. The Treasurer works closely with the IRS to ensure that
tax payments are processed efficiently and deposited into the
Treasury's general fund. Additionally, the Treasurer oversees the
management of the Treasury's cash balances, ensuring that the
government has sufficient funds to meet its obligations at all
times. This aspect of the role is less visible to the public but is
absolutely essential to the smooth operation of the federal
government.

Disbursement of
Government Payments

Another critical responsibility of the Treasurer of the United
States is the disbursement of government payments. Each year,
the Treasury Department issues billions of dollars in payments to
individuals, businesses, state and local governments, and foreign
entities. These payments include Social Security benefits,
Medicare reimbursements, tax refunds, federal salaries, and
payments to government contractors. The Treasurer oversees the
systems that ensure these payments are made accurately and on
time. In the age of electronic payments, this responsibility also
includes managing the direct deposit system and ensuring the
security of payment data. When people ask who is the
Treasurer of the United States, they may be surprised to
learn that this role touches virtually every American life through
these payment systems.

Financial Inclusion and
Community Engagement

In recent years, the role of the Treasurer of the United States has
expanded to include a strong focus on financial inclusion. The
current Treasurer, Lynn Malerba, has made it a priority to reach
underserved communities, including Native American tribes, rural
populations, and low-income households. The Treasurer works
with community banks, credit unions, and other financial
institutions to promote access to banking services, financial
literacy, and economic opportunity. This aspect of the role
reflects a broader recognition that financial inclusion is essential
to economic stability and growth. The Treasurer also represents
the Treasury Department at public events, including coin
launches, financial literacy programs, and educational events. For
those who want to know who is the Treasurer of the United
States and what they stand for, the answer increasingly includes
a commitment to equity and access.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TREASURER AND
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

Many people confuse the roles of the Treasurer of the United
States and the Secretary of the Treasury, but they are distinct
positions with different responsibilities. The Secretary of the
Treasury is a cabinet-level position that focuses on fiscal policy,
economic strategy, and international finance. The Secretary
advises the President on economic matters, negotiates with
foreign governments, and oversees the entire Treasury
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Department. The Treasurer, by contrast, is focused on
operational matters, including the production of currency, the
collection of revenues, and the disbursement of payments. The
Treasurer reports to the Secretary and works under their
direction, but the two roles complement each other in important
ways. When someone asks who is the Treasurer of the
United States, it is helpful to explain that this person is the
operational head of the nation's money management, while the
Secretary is the policy leader.

HOW THE TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES
IMPACTS EVERYDAY LIFE

While the role of the Treasurer of the United States may seem
remote from everyday life, its impact is actually quite direct.
Every time someone uses cash, receives a Social Security
payment, files a tax return, or uses a coin in a vending machine,
they are interacting with systems overseen by the Treasurer. The
Treasurer ensures that the currency in circulation is genuine, that
payments are processed accurately, and that the government

has the funds needed to provide services. The Treasurer also
plays a role in protecting consumers from counterfeit currency
and in promoting financial literacy. For businesses, the
Treasurer's oversight of the payment system ensures that
government contracts are paid on time and that tax payments
are processed efficiently. Understanding who is the Treasurer
of the United States helps citizens appreciate the behind-the-
scenes work that keeps the economy running.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR THE TREASURER'S OFFICE

Looking ahead, the role of the Treasurer of the United States is
likely to continue evolving. As digital payments become more
prevalent, the Treasurer will need to adapt the nation's currency
production and payment systems to meet changing consumer
preferences. Cybersecurity will also become an increasingly
important focus, as the Treasury Department works to protect
payment systems from fraud and cyberattacks. Additionally, the
Treasurer will continue to promote financial inclusion, ensuring
that all Americans have access to safe and affordable banking
services. The person who



