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INTRODUCTION: WHY BUILD
LEGO WEAPONS?

Lego bricks have long been a favorite
creative outlet for builders of all  ages.
While  many  sets  focus  on  vehicles,
buildings, and scenes, there is a thriving
community of enthusiasts dedicated to a
more  action-oriented  craft:  building
custom weapons. Whether you want to
arm  a  minifigure  for  a  medieval  battle,
create  a  sci-fi  blaster  for  a  space

adventure, or just enjoy the engineering
challenge, learning how to build Lego
weapons  opens  up  a  whole  new
dimension of play and design. This guide
will  provide  you  with  the  techniques,
tips, and inspiration you need to create
sturdy,  realistic,  and  imaginative
weaponry from your collection of bricks.
Before  diving  into  specific  builds,  it’s
important  to  understand  that  Lego
weapons  are  about  more  than  just
sticking a  few bricks  together.  A  well-
crafted  weapon  needs  to  be  visually
appealing,  balanced  in  the  hand,  and
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durable enough for play. By mastering a
few fundamental building strategies, you
can  transform  simple  bricks  into
convincing swords, guns, axes, and even
futuristic  ray  guns.  Let’s  explore  the
essentials  of  Lego  weapon  building
and how to get started without needing
a vast collection of specialty pieces.

UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF
LEGO WEAPON DESIGN

Before  you  start  snapping  bricks
together,  consider  the  core  principles
that  make  a  custom  Lego  weapon
both  functional  and  attractive.  The  first
consideration  is  scale.  A  minifigure  is
roughly 4 bricks tall, so a weapon meant
for  a  minifigure  needs  to  be
proportionally  smaller  than  something
you  might  build  for  yourself.  Most

builders  create  weapons  either  for
minifigures  (micro-scale)  or  for
themselves  (minifigure  scale  or  larger).
Decide which scale you want to target
before you begin.
Another  key  aspect  is  the  bui ld
technique.  Tradi t ional  stud-up
construction  works  well  for  many
weapons,  but  more  advanced  builders
use SNOT (Studs Not On Top) techniques
to  c reate  smooth  sur faces  and
interesting  angles.  Lego  building
techniques such as sideways building,
hinge plates,  and clip  connections  are
essential for creating realistic curves and
grips.  Finally,  always  think  about
structural integrity. A sword blade made
of  a  single  1x12  brick  might  look  fine,
but  it  will  snap  off  under  pressure.
Reinforcing  your  builds  with  internal
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supports  or  using friction-fit  connections
will make your weapons last longer.

Essential Pieces
for Weapon
Building
While  you  can  build  weapons  from
almost  any  bricks,  certain  pieces  are
particularly  useful.  Stock  up  on  these
elements if you plan on making multiple
weapons:

Bars and clips: 1x1 clips with
bar, minifigure hands, and bar
holders are perfect for creating
handles and connecting blades.
Hinge plates: Allow for angled

blades, movable parts, or folding
mechanisms.
Slope bricks and tiles: Create
sharp edges, curved surfaces, and
sleek profiles.
Technic pins and axles: Add
strength and allow for rotation in
functional weapons like catapults
or crossbows.
Small plates and jumper
plates: Essential for detailing and
offsetting connections.

Having  a  variety  of  colors  also  helps:
grey  and  silver  for  metallic  weapons,
brown and dark red for wooden handles,
and  trans-neon  orange  for  energy
blades. Don’t be afraid to mix colors to
give your weapons a unique look.
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HOW TO BUILD LEGO SWORDS
AND MELEE WEAPONS

Melee  weapons  are  often  the  first  type
builders try because they are relatively
simple in shape. A classic Lego sword
can  be  built  in  several  ways,  from  a
basic  two-stud-wide  blade  to  a  more
detailed longsword with a crossguard.

Building a Basic
Minifigure Sword
The  simplest  method  uses  a  minifigure
bar (like a lightsaber hilt) as the handle,
a 1x2 plate with a clip  on top,  and a
blade made from a 1x6 or 1x8 tile. Clip
the blade onto the handle, and you have
a functional  sword.  For  a  wider  blade,

use two 1x8 plates stacked together or a
2x6 plate. Add a small brick or plate as a
crossguard by clipping it  perpendicular
to  the  handle.  This  design  is  quick,
strong, and easy for children to hold.

Advanced Sword
Designs
For a more realistic look, try building a
sword using SNOT techniques. Use a 1x2
brick with studs on two sides as the core.
Attach  tiles  to  the  sides  to  form  the
blade, and use a 1x1 brick with a stud on
one side to create the guard. You can
also  incorporate  wedge  plates  to  give
the blade a pointed tip. Adding a handle
made from Technic pins with bar holders
allows  the  minifigure  hand  to  grip
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securely. For a two-handed greatsword,
extend the handle and use larger blade
pieces.
Other  melee  weapons  include  axes,
maces, and spears. Axes can be built by
attaching a wedge plate or slope to a bar
with a clip. Maces use a bar handle with
a  sphere-like  piece  (like  a  2x2  round
brick) on top. Spears are straightforward:
a long bar or a Technic axle topped with
a small pointed piece such as a 1x1 cone
or a minifigure lance tip.

HOW TO BUILD LEGO GUNS AND
RANGED WEAPONS

Ranged  weapons  add  a  different
challenge because they often require a
more complex silhouette and sometimes
a  firing  mechanism.  The  most  common
Lego gun instructions online focus on

two categories: decorative displays and
functional shooters.

Building a
Decorative
Blaster
For  a  sci-fi  blaster,  start  with  the  grip.
Use a minifigure bar or a 1x2 brick with
a handle attached via a clip. The barrel
can be built from a 1x4 or 1x6 brick, with
tiles  on top for  a  smooth look.  Add a
scope using a 1x1 round brick with a bar,
and  use  tiles  and  plates  to  create
magazine and trigger details. To make it
look more futuristic,  use curved slopes
and transparent pieces. A combination of



6

6 How To Build Lego Weapons 2024-08-02

dark grey, black, and bright colors works
well.

Building a
Functional Lego
Gun (Spring-
Loaded)
If  you  want  a  weapon  that  actually
shoots,  you  can  incorporate  Lego’s
official  shooter  elements  like  the  stud
shooter  or  the  flick-fire  missile.  Build  a
frame around a 1x4 brick with a shooter
stud  on  the  end.  Connect  the  trigger
mechanism using a rubber band and a
Technic pin that holds the stud.  For a

more  advanced  build,  use  a  series  of
axles and gears to create a multi-shot
mechanism.  However,  be  aware  that
functional weapons are often restricted
in  certain  play  settings;  always  follow
safety guidelines.
Another popular ranged weapon is  the
crossbow.  Bu i ld  the  s tock  as  a
rectangular frame, then attach a bar for
the bowstring. Use a rubber band or a
Lego string element for  the tension.  A
simple clip holds the projectile (a small
plate  or  a  stud).  Pull  back,  load,  and
release – a satisfying build that teaches
mechanical concepts.

TECHNIQUES FOR REALISTIC AND
STURDY BUILDS

To elevate your Lego weapon design,
incorporate  these  intermediate
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techniques:

Offsetting: Use jumper plates to
shift parts by half a stud, creating
asymmetric handles or angled
blade edges.
Layering: Build in layers – a core
of strong bricks covered by tiles
and slopes for aesthetics.
Internal framing: Use Technic
beams or long plates inside a
weapon to prevent bending.
Clip reinforcement: Where parts
join, use clips and bars for a tight
fit that can swivel if needed.
Texture and detailing: Add
cheese slopes, small round plates,
or grille tiles for grip or futuristic
details.

Remember  that  Lego  bui lding

techniques like SNOT can be tricky at
first. Practice on small test pieces before
committing  to  a  full  weapon.  Also,
consider  the  weight  distribution  –  a
heavy blade with a light handle will be
unbalanced  and  hard  to  display.  Use
l a rge r  b r i c k s  i n  t he  hand le  t o
counterbalance.

SAFETY AND PLAY
CONSIDERATIONS

When building Lego weapons, especially
for younger builders, safety should be a
priority. Avoid creating sharp points that
could poke or scratch. While Lego bricks
are generally safe, a long sword made
from  rigid  plates  can  be  swung  with
force.  Consider  building  with  rounded
tips  or  adding  a  brick-built  guard  to
protect  fingers.  For  functional  shooters,
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ensure projectiles are small and soft (like
standard  Lego  studs)  and  set  ground
rules  for  where  the  weapons  can  be
used.
Additionally,  some  Lego  fans  enjoy
displaying weapons as art. In that case,
you can focus on intricate  details  and
use  rare  colors.  For  play,  focus  on
durability. A weapon that falls apart after
one swing is frustrating. Test your build
by  holding  it  and  gently  applying
pressure  at  the  joints.  Reinforce  weak
points with additional plates or Technic
pins.

FINDING INSPIRATION AND
LEARNING MORE

The  online  Lego  community  is  vast.
Websites like BrickLink and Rebrickable
have  hundreds  of  Lego  weapon

instructions  shared  by  builders.
YouTube is also an excellent resource for
video tutorials  on specific builds,  from a
simple  Lego  dagger  to  a  massive
broadsword. You can also look at official
Lego sets that include weapons – study
how the  designers  attach  a  lightsaber
blade to a hilt or create a pirate cutlass.
Don’t be afraid to deconstruct your own
creations and try new things. The beauty
of  Lego  is  that  mistakes  are  easily
reversed.  Experiment  with  different
sizes,  proportions,  and  color  schemes.
Over time, you will  develop a personal
style,  whether  it’s  sleek  sci-fi  rifles  or
rustic  fantasy  axes.

CONCLUSION

Learning how to build Lego weapons
is  a  rewarding  journey  that  combines
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creativity,  engineering,  and  a  love  for
the  brick.  Starting  with  simple  swords
and  moving  to  complex  blasters  or
crossbows  allows  you  to  gradually
master  new  techniques.  Always
remember  the  key  pil lars:  scale,
stability,  and  aesthetics.  Whether  you
are building for  a minifigure army or for

a  desk  display,  the  satisfaction  of
creating something functional  and cool
from a pile of plastic bricks is immense.
So gather your bricks, try a few of the
methods outlined here, and soon you will
be  craft ing  your  own  arsenal  of
impressive  Lego  weapons.


