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INTRODUCTION:

THE ENDURING
QUESTION OF
WHEN WAS LITTLE
HOUSE ON THE
PRAIRIE

For generations, the
story of Laura Ingalls
Wilder and her family
has captured the
hearts of readers and
viewers around the
world. The charming
tales of pioneer life,
from the banks of Plum
Creek to the vast
plains of the Dakota

Territory, have become
a cornerstone of
American literature
and television history.
Yet, for many fans and
newcomers alike, a
simple but profound
guestion often arises:
when was Little
House on the
Prairie? The answer is
not as straightforward
as one might think. The
"Little House" story
exists in multiple
forms—a beloved book
series, a classic
television show, and a
historical account of a
real family. Each
iteration has its own
timeline, and
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understanding these
timelines is key to
appreciating the full
depth of the narrative.
This article will explore
the various dates
associated with the
Little House franchise,
from the publication of
the original book to the
premiere of the iconic
TV series, and delve
into the historical
period that inspired it
all. We will uncover the
layers of time that
make this story so rich
and enduring.

THE BIRTH OF A
CLASSIC: THE
ORIGINAL BOOK
PUBLICATION DATE

The most direct answer
to the question of
when was Little
House on the Prairie
begins with the book
itself. The novel, which
is the second in the
series by Laura Ingalls
Wilder, was first

published in 1935.
However, the story of
its creation is just as
compelling as the
narrative within its
pages. Laura Ingalls
Wilder began writing
her memoirs in the
1920s, initially under
the title *Pioneer Girl*.
After much revision
and encouragement
from her daughter, the
talented writer Rose

Wilder Lane, the
manuscript was
transformed into a

series of children's
books. The first book,
*Little House in the Big
Woods*, hit shelves in
1932. Its success
paved the way for the
second installment,
*Little House on the
Prairie*, which was
released by Harper &
Brothers in 1935.
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The

Context
of the

1930s
Publicatio

n

Understanding when
was Little House on
the Prairie published
also means
understanding the
world of the 1930s. The
United States was in
the grip of the Great
Depression, a time of
immense hardship and
uncertainty. Wilder's
stories of resilience,
self-reliance, and the
triumph of family over
adversity resonated
deeply with readers
who were struggling to
find hope. The pioneer

spirit she described
was not just nostalgia;
it was a blueprint for
perseverance. The
publication date of
1935 is crucial because
it placed these stories
directly into the hands
of a generation that
needed to be reminded
that difficult times
could be overcome
with hard work and

determination. This
context is often
overlooked when

people ask when was
Little House on the
Prairie, but it is
essential to
understanding why the
book became an
instant classic and
remains in print today.

The
Chronolo



gical
Place

the Bof

In the
Series

While the second book
published, the title
*Little House on the
Prairie* holds a specific
place within the
narrative arc. It tells
the story of the Ingalls
family leaving their
home in the Big Woods
of Wisconsin and
traveling by covered
wagon to settle in
Indian Territory
(present-day Kansas).
The book covers a
single year of their
lives, from their
departure to their
eventual forced
departure due to the

government's decision
to open the land to
white settlement only

Q‘ﬁater renege. When

ans ask when was

House on the
ie set, the answer
is the early 1870s,
specifically around
1870 to 1871. This
historical setting is a
key part of the book's
authenticity and its
sometimes
controversial depiction
of Native American
relations.

THE TELEVISION
PHENOMENON:
WHEN DID THE
SHOW PREMIERE?

For millions of fans, the
most potent answer to
when was Little
House on the Prairie
is connected to the
television series. The
beloved show, starring
Michael Landon as
Charles Ingalls and
Melissa Gilbert as
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Laura Ingalls,
premiered on NBC on
September 11, 1974.
However, the story of
the show's start is
slightly more complex.
The series was
preceded by a pilot
movie titled *Little
House on the Prairie*,
which aired on March
30, 1974. This two-
hour television film
was so well-received
that it was immediately
turned into a weekly
series. So, if you ask
specifically when was
Little House on the
Prairie the TV show
conceived, the answer
is 1973, when
production began on
the pilot. But for most
viewers, the premiere
date of the series in
the fall of 1974 marks
the true beginning of
the television
phenomenon.

The
Longevity
of the
Show

The initial question of
when was Little
House on the Prairie
created often leads to
a discussion of its
incredible run. The
series aired for nine
seasons, from 1974 to
1983. It also spawned
three subsequent
television movies in
the 1980s. The show's
longevity is a
testament to its
universal themes of
family, community, and
morality. Unlike many
shows of its era, *Little
House on the Prairie*

tackled difficult
subjects such as
alcoholism, racism,



disability, and death,
all within the
framework of a family-
friendly drama. The
cultural impact of the
show is so significant
that for many, the
visual image of the
characters—Ma in her
calico dress, Pa with
his fiddle, and Laura
with her braids—has
become the definitive
version of the story.

The
Televisio
n
Timeline

vS. The
Book

Timeline

It is important to
distinguish between
the timeline of the
show and the timeline
of the books when
researching when was
Little House on the
Prairie. The television

series is a loose
adaptation of the
books. While it

maintains the core
characters and spirit of
Wilder's work, the
show often took
significant creative
liberties. The TV
version of *Little House
on the Prairie*
extended the timeline
of the Ingalls family's
life in Walnut Grove,
Minnesota, far beyond
what was depicted in
the books. Characters
were fused, new
characters were
invented, and events
were dramatically
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altered for dramatic
effect. So, while the
book *Little House on
the Prairie* covers a
single year in Kansas,
the TV show's version
of the story spans
many years and
multiple locations,
primarily focusing on
Walnut Grove.

THE HISTORICAL
REALITY: WHEN
DID THE REAL
LITTLE HOUSE
EXIST?

To fully answer the
question of when was
Little House on the
Prairie, we must turn
to history. The real
Laura Ingalls Wilder
was born in 1867 in
Pepin, Wisconsin. The
events described in the
book *Little House on
the Prairie* took place
when Laura was about
three to four years old,
during the years 1870
and 1871. The family

actually lived in a small
cabin in southeastern
Kansas, near the town
of Independence.
However, their stay
was short-lived. They
were among a wave of
settlers who illegally
squatted on land that
was still, by treaty,
part of the Osage
Indian reservation.
When the federal
government ordered
the removal of these
squatters, the Ingalls
family packed up and
left. This historical
event forms the climax
of the book.

The

Ingalls
Family
Timeline

When researchers
investigate when was




Little House on the
Prairie in a historical
context, they look at
the broader timeline of
the Ingalls family. After
leaving Kansas, the
family moved to
Walnut Grove,
Minnesota (the setting
of *On the Banks of
Plum Creek*), and later
to De Smet, South
Dakota (the setting of
*The Long Winter* and
other books). The real
"Little House on the
Prairie" in Kansas was
a simple wooden cabin
that no longer stands
today. A replica has
been built at the
historic site. The
historical accuracy of
the timeline s
important because it
grounds Wilder's fiction
in a real, tangible past.
The answer to when
was Little House on
the Prairie lived is
clear: a brief period in
the early 1870s, a

snapshot of a specific
moment in American
westward expansion.

The
Controver
sy of the
Historical
Setting

Any thorough
discussion of when
was Little House on
the Prairie must
address the historical
context of the land.
The book and the show
have been criticized for
their portrayal of
Native Americans. In
the book, Pa Ingalls
expresses a belief that
the land should be for
white settlers, a view
that was common at
the time but is now
understood as part of a

8 When Was Little House On The

2024-04-30

Prairie Made



When Was Little House On The Prairie
Made 9

painful legacy of
displacement. The
Osage Nation had been
forcibly removed to
this land, only to have
it taken from them
again. The historical
date of 1870-1871 is
crucial here, as it
places the story
directly in the middle
of the post-Civil War
era of Manifest Destiny
and Indian Removal.
Understanding when
was Little House on
the Prairie as a
historical moment
allows modern readers
to engage with the
story more critically
and appreciate the
complex reality behind
the beloved fiction.

A DEEPER LOOK AT
THE BOOK'S
CREATION AND
PUBLICATION
JOURNEY

The journey of the
book is a fascinating

story in itself. When
Laura Ingalls Wilder
began writing, she was
in her 60s. The process
of turning her
memories into a
publishable manuscript
took years. The
manuscript for *Little
House on the Prairie*
was heavily edited by
her daughter, Rose
Wilder Lane, who was
an accomplished
journalist and novelist.
Some scholars argue
that Rose's influence
was so great that she
should be considered a
co-author. When
discussing when was
Little House on the
Prairie written, one
must consider the
period from the late
1920s to its release in
1935. This was a
period of refinement
and collaboration
between mother and
daughter. The book
was illustrated by
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Helen Sewell, whose
distinctive drawings
have also become
iconic. The original
1935 edition featured
Sewell's illustrations,
and later editions were
illustrated by Garth
Williams, whose
artwork is now most
commonly associated
with the series.

The
Impact of
the Great
Depressio
n on the
Book's
Success

Returning to the
cultural climate of
1935, the question of

when was Little
House on the Prairie
popular is intrinsically
tied to the Great
Depression. The book
offered a comforting
vision of a simpler,
more self-sufficient
time. As previously
mentioned, the themes
of resilience and family
unity were exactly
what a struggling
nation needed. Schools
and libraries embraced
the book, and it was
quickly recognized as a
classic of children's
literature. The
Newbery Honor was
awarded to *Little
House on the Prairie*
(and other books in the
series), cementing its
place in the literary
canon. The success of
the book in the 1930s
and 1940s laid the
groundwork for its later
adaptation into a
television show.
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THE LEGACY: WHY and emotional
resonance for a

THE QUESTION OF
"WHEN" STILL
MATTERS

So, why is the question
when was Little
House on the Prairie
so important? Because
the answer reveals the
multi-layered nature of
the story. It is not just
a single event with a
single date. It is a
tapestry woven from
multiple threads: the
historical reality of the
1870s, the literary
creation of the 1930s,
and the television
adaptation of the
1970s. Each of these
"whens" adds a
different dimension to
the story. The historical
date gives the story its
grounding in real
events. The publication
date gives it its literary
and cultural context.
The television premiere
date gives it its visual

11

modern audience.

The enduring
popularity of the Little
House franchise

ensures that new
generations will
continue to ask when
was Little House on
the Prairie. The books
remain in print, the
show is available on
streaming platforms,
and the historic homes
of Laura Ingalls Wilder
are popular tourist
destinations. The
Ingalls family legacy
continues to be
discovered by children
and adults who are
drawn to the stories of
courage, hard work,
and the simple joys of
family life. The multiple
answers to the
question of "when"
only serve to enrich
the story, proving that
a great tale can
transcend time itself.



Key

Dates for

t
H

ne Little

t

ne

Prairie

Franchise

e 1870-1871: The
historical period
in which the real

Ingalls family

lived in Kansas.

e 1935: The

publication of the

book *Little
House on the

ouse on

Prairie* by Laura
Ingalls Wilder.

e March 30,
1974: The
premiere of the
pilot television
movie.

* September 11,
1974: The
premiere of the
weekly television
series.

e 1983: The end of
the original
television series

un.

—

CONCLUSION: THE
TIMELESSNESS OF
THE PRAIRIE

In conclusion, the
guestion when was
Little House on the
Prairie cannot be
answered with a single
date
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